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WASHINGTON--Shorlly after

*he took over his post us Presi-

denl Nixon’s lop adviser on na-

tional security affairs, Dr.
Henry - Kissinger complained
wryly lo an aide thal “These
-spooks really tell me more than
I want to know about the birih
‘rate in Cambodia.” L
© Kissinger’s reference was "o
the Republic’s vast espionage

emnpire, with its nearly 269,600 -

employes, its “secret” $5-billion
cannual budget, and its penchant
for overwhelming the White
House with every scrap of inci-
dental intelligence it can gather,
© The story is timely bhecause
at long last it appears® that
somelhing will be done to ro-
duce the sizg.and cost of this
empire. Sen. Allen Ellender, D

- La., chairmian of the Senzie

Appropriations
wanis lo cuyt $i00-million from
the  fotal “infelligence budget,
“thereby eliminating §0,000 jobs.
Defense Secretary Melvin Laicd
leready is engaged in a reor-
ganizaltion plan {o whittle down
_the size of the enormous mili-
tary say shop.

Laird got moving shorily after
President  Nixon, carly this
yeat, ordered a study of all in-
telligence operations. The pres-

employs

Commitice,

ALEXARDRIA GAZGITE

tigious  Cenlral
/-iency, which emaploys a va-
riegr of experts ranging from
beauticians to nuclear scientists,
is also expecied to bile the eco-

“-noiny bullet, albeit with a cer-
fain

amount of kicking amd
screaming,

But the Penlagon will suffer
most from the axe, for the sim-
ple reason that its intelligence
comipunily is the biggest and
costliest—-and possibly the least
efiicient. Laird presides over an
establishiment  which  iIncludes.
the Defense Inlelligence Agen-
cy, intelligence divisions of ‘the
three services and the super
hush-hush ~ National — Security
Agency, the nation’s code-raak-
ing and code-breaking appara-
tus. It is an establishment that
some 150,000 people
and spends an estimated $3-bil-,
lion a year. . .

Laird’s spies are in trouble .
with President Nixon. He has
bebn Lfelling the defense Scere-
tary for monttis {hat the mili-
tary spy faclory is “too damn
big,” and that its bigness ap-
parently brezds incfficiency.,

Specifically, although he hoast-

‘ed of Loth operalions in publie,

Nixon was uphappy with the in-
telligence planning for the South
Vietnamese incursion into Laos -

and the abortive prisoncr-ofa. .
L]

Intelligence. /war raid at Sontay. More re-

cently, he has Peen “unimpress-
ed’—as he told Laird—with in-
elligence on Viet Cong hit-and-
run attacks in South Vietnam.
Both the Pentagon and the Cia

.gol a scolding from the Presi-

dent when they failed to dis-

near {he
summner of 1670,

Nixon. also reportedly has
cracized aown on- so-called “po-
litico-sociological” studies con-
ducted | within friendly foreign
couniries by Army Intelligence,
or G-2. Afiel complaints from
Secretary of State William Rog-
ers, Nixon in July ordered the
Pentagon to'recall a research

cover Soviel missile installations eal
Suez Canal during the,

group dispatched to Czechoslo-'

vakia to prepare an es{imate of

the chances of a people’s revolt. .

Rogers is said to. have de-
scribed the project as represent
ing a *‘dangerous gamble” that
could .get the U.S, in serious
trouble. He compared it with the
notorious 1285, “Camelot” proj-
ect sct up to determine the fac-
tors involved in proraoting and
inhibiting revolution in Chile,

.That operalion was cancelled

afler a strong protest by ‘the
Chilean government, hut by then

it alrcady had cosl the taxpay-

ers $i-million.

Unforfunately, therfe is
guaranice that any administra-
tion by ilsell can reform our

; swollen intelligence communily.
" Like all bureaueralic haronies,
it is a powerful labhy within the
-administration.  No . President
wants to be accused of restrain-
ing, for budgetary reasons, a
spy who wight discover torpar-
row that Red China has invented
a new bomb. Eventually, if any
reorganization is. to® be
realized, Congress will have to
. Slep in with its power of the
" purse strings. .
- Bul the Nixzon administration
is indeed making the first incan-
Ingful progress in intelligence

reform  since MHarry Truman
eslablished the CIA. Fven if

Congress again shirks its re-
sponsibililics, the cast of spying
almost surely will be reduced
in the next year or two, Richard
Nixon has a record for [rugality.
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